com THE AMERICAN SOCIETY 


PSYCHICAL SEARCH 


AUGUST, 1934 


THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP: WHAT HAPPENED TO 
HUTCHINSON’S WAX? 


. A general review of the history of the “Walter” thumbprint received 
by Sa W. T. Hutchinson Aug. 23, 1927. 


(2). Letter of Mr. Arthur Goadby to Mr. Hutchinson, April 4, 1934. 


(3). Mr. Hereward Carrington’s letter to Mr. Hutchinson of May 16, — 
1934. (photostat facsimile.) 


(4). Correspondence between Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. B. K. Thorogood. 
(5). Letter of Mr. Hutchinson to Dr. Crandon of July 8, 1934. 


(6). Some interesting parallels: 


(a). Letters from Dr. Walter Franklin Prince. 

(b). Letters from Mr. Arthur Goadby. 

(c). Quotations from Mr. Hereward Carrington’s published 
utterances. 


(7). Holograph List of Phenomena observed under Test conditions in 
the presence of the Scientific Committee through the mediumship © 
of Margery: as noted and signed by Mr. Hereward Carrington. 

(8). Printed transcript of the foregoing. 


PUBLISHED BY 


THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR PSYCHICAL RESEARCH, Inc. 
Vol. XXVIII, No. 8 


Price 50 Cents 


PURPOSE AND SCOPE OF THE SOCIETY 


1. The investigation of alleged telepathy, visions and 
apparitions, dowsing, monitions, premonitions, automatic writ- 
ing, and other forms of automatism (as speaking, drawing, 
etc.) psychometry, coincidental dreams, clairvoyance and clair- 
audience, predictions, physical phenomena (such as material- 
ization, telekinesis, rapping and other sounds), and in short 
all types of mediumistic and metapsychical phenomena. 


2. The collection, classification, study and publication of 
reports dealing with the phenomena designated above, from 
first-hand acquaintance and seemingly in good faith. Members 
especially, but also non-members, are asked to supply data or 
to give information where such may be obtained. Names con- 
nected with phenomena must be supplied, but on request these 
will be treated as confidential. 


3. The maintenance of a Library on all subjects em- 
braced in psychical research, and bordering thereupon. Contri- 
butions of books and periodical files will be welcomed and 
acknowledged in the Journal. 


4. Encouragement of the formation of local groups in all 
parts of the country which will co-operate with and report to 
the American Society; and the encouragement of qualified 
individuals disposed to give attention to investigation with 
like co-operation. 


The JourNAL of the American Society for Psychical Research is published 
monthly by the American Society for Psychical Research, Inc. at Hyslop House, 
15 Lexington Avenue, New York, N. Y. “Entered as second-class matter 
May 25, 1933, at the post office at New York, N. Y., under the Act of March 3, 
1879." Yearly subscription $5.00. 


AUGUST, 1934 


VOL. XXVIII, No. 8 


ar 
\ 
\ 


The American Society 


for Psychical Research, Inc. 


HYSLOP HOUSE: 15 LEXINGTON AVENUE, 
NEW YORK 


OFFICERS 


H. Butron President 
DANIEL DAY WALTON First Vice-President 
Dr. Marx W. Ricnarpson.....Second Vice-President 
Tuomas H. Pierson Secretary 
Lawson Purpy. Treasurer 
DanieL Day Watton ‘ounsel 


BOARD OF TRUSTEES 


WILLIAM H. BUTTON. Mrs. Ernest A. BIGELOW........ 


LAWSON PURDY Retiri JoHN PALMER Gavir.. Retiri 
JAMES T. BRADY THOMAS H. PIERSON etiring 


DANIEL DAY WALTON | 1939 Dp W. RICHARDSON... 1936 
AsA R. CRAWFORD... Mr. ALBERT S. CROCKETT....... 


Pror. H. A. OVERSTREET. 
Dr. Epwin G. ZABRISKIE ed 
Dr. Epison W. Brown Retiring 

WILLARD H. Coss Jan., 1937 
ERNEST A. BIGELOW. 


STAFF 


FREDERICK BLIGH BOND 


ADELE WELLMAN. Executive Secretary 


NEW YORK SECTION 


GOVERNING COMMITTEE 
Mrs. E. A. BIGELOW. MR. W. H. BUTTON. 


Retiring 


MR. CARL PERCY Mrs. CorNELL WOOLLEY... 1936 
Mrs. Harry STEWART. Miss ETHEL STEBBINS 


Mr. Dantet D. WALTON... 

Mr. L. C. Amos Retiri 
MR. H. FELIX DU 
Mr. H. TAYLor, JR. 

Mrs. ELEANOR D. WHITEHEAD 


OFFICERS 
Mr. Cart PERCY. Chairman 


Mr. Ernest A. BIGELOW. First Vice-Chairman 
Mr. L. C. Amos Second Vice-Chairman 


Miss ETHEL STEBBINS Secretary 
Mrs. CorNELIA WOOLLEY. Treasurer 
Mrs. Ernest A. BIGELOW. Executive Secretary 
Mr. Ernest A. BIGELOW. Attorney 


SAN FRANCISCO SECTION OF THE A. S. P. R. 


Room 305, Western Women’s Club Building, 
609 Sutter Street, San Francisco, Calif. 


OFFICERS 


Mr. Douctas A. Nye Chairman 
Dr. HELEN P. CrISsweELl First Vice-Chairman 
Mrs. ALMER NEWHALI Second Vice-Chairman 
Mr. STEWART EpwarpD WHITE Research Officer 
Mrs. WILLIAM M. CANNON Secretary and Treasurer 


ie 
MR. E. A. BIGELOW Mrs. CHARLES G. CORNELL... 
etirineg 
; 
us 


JOURNAL 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


for 


AUGUST, 1934 


TABLE OF CONTENTS 


THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP: WHAT HAPPENED TO 
HUTCHINSON’S WAX? 


* * # 


A general review of the history of the “Walter” thumbprint 
received by Mr. W. T. Hutchinson Aug. 23, 1927 201 


Letter of Mr. Arthur Goadby to Mr. Hutchinson, April 4, 
1934 204 


Mr. Hereward Carrington’s letter to Mr. Hutchinson of May 
16, 1934. (photostat facsimile.) 207 


Correspondence between Mr. Hutchinson and Mr. B. K. 
Thorogood 209 


Letter of Mr. Hutchinson to Dr. Crandon of July 8, 1934 211 


Some interesting parallels: 3 
(a). Letters from Dr. Walter Franklin Prince 212 
(b). Letters from Mr. Arthur Goadby 213 
(c). Quotations from Mr. Hereward Carrington’s pub- 
lished utterances 214 


Holograph List of Phenomena observed under Test conditions in 

the presence of the Scientific Committee through the mediumship 

of Margery. as noted and signed by Mr. Hereward Carrington.......216 

Printed transcript of the foregoing 220 
* * * 


(5). 
7 
(7). 
(8). 


PriviLeEGES OF MEMBERSHIP IN THE New York SECTION 


The Executive Secretary desires to advise readers of the JouRNAL that 
Membership in the A. S. P. R. only does not entitle any one to take part in 
the activities of the Section. In order to do so, they must become members 
of the Section also. This they can do on payment of a further subscription 
of Ten Dollars ($10) per annum. They will then be qualified to attend 
Sectional Lectures and Development Classes, and to arrange for sittings 
with mediums employed by the Section or under its auspices at Hyslop 
House. 


Alternatively, persons wishing to join through the Section can do so 
by paying a total subscription of Fifteen Dollars annually of which a part 
amounting to Five Dollars is paid over to the A. S. P. R. and secures its 
privileges of the monthly JourNAL. 


v og 
| 
| 
q 


JOURNAL 
OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY FOR 


PSYCHICAL RESEARCH 


The responsibility for statements, whether of fact or opinion, in the JOURNAL rests entirely 
with the writer thereof. Where for good reason the writer’s name is withheld, it is preserved on 
file, and is that of a person apparently trustworthy. 


Vol. XXVIII, No. 8; August, 1934 


THE MARGERY MEDIUMSHIP 


WHAT HAPPENED TO HUTCHINSON’S WAX? 


“And the history of one of them (left thumb print) detailed by the ° 


neutral Mr. Hutchinson is like a chain, every link perfect from the first to 
the last.” i 


Walter Franklin Prince. 
“The evidence of Mr. Hutchinson’s wax is conclusive and cannot be 
lightly dismissed by evasions or misdirections.” 


E. E. Dudley. 


In October 1932 the Boston $.P.R. published Bulletin XVIII announc- 
ing with at least enthusiastic haste the alleged discovery by E. E. Dudley 
of an alleged identity between the thumb prints attributed to the “Walter” 
control in the Margery Mediumship and those of a living man. Enlisting 
with Dudley as a sort of super-general in preparing and delivering the at- 
tack on the mediumship, Hereward Carrington obtained from W. T. Hutch- 
inson a certain wax given to Hutchinson at Lime Street on Aug. 23, 1927. 
A photograph claimed to be of Mr. Hutchinson’s wax was used in the bul- 
letin as the final and incontrovertible evidence of the alleged identity and 
Carrington sought to buttress the case by a rather vainglorious account of 
his good fortune and skill in obtaining the wax from Hutchinson, and he 
printed a photograph of the outer wrapping of the wax as received by him 
thru the mail, as persuasive proof of the authenticity of the wax. 

_ In January 1933 the Society published as Vol. XXII of Proceedings 
a report by B. K. Thorogood of his study of the thumb print phenomena 
with particular reference to the Dudley claim. In the preface to that 
volume, the following statement was made (page xix): 


“We are not at all sure that all of the circumstances pertinent to the problem 


have as yet been uncovered, because much is involved that cannot be subjected to 
laboratory analysis.” 
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Another chapter must now be added to the story of the current attack on 
thc case. The matters set forth in this article, which seem to belong to a de- 
veloping process of uncovering some of the circumstances thus referred to, 
have come to the knowledge of the Society and are of sufficient apparent 
importance to be made available to our readers and students of psychics as 
part of the “inside story” which should be, but seldom is, disclosed to the 
public in this rather stormy subject. 


The extreme importance that has been attributed by Carrington, 
Goadby, Prince and others, to the left thumbprint obtained from Hutchin- 
son, in its bearing on Dudley’s allegation that all the Walter prints were 
those of a living man, (a claim now happily refuted) is apparent. In fact, 
Carrington considers the evidence of the Hutchinson print to be so con- 
clusive that in Bulletin XVIII, after presenting his story of the wax, he 
says, “The above facts speak for themselves and further comment is un- 
necessary.... 


The most puzzling feature of the situation has been that few left 
thumbprints have been produced, and of these the first three were pro- 
duced on one evening,—that of August 23, 1927. Mr. Fife possessed 
two of them which he has since furnished to Mr. Thorogood. Dudley had 
one which he or Bird illustrated in the Journal. Then along comes Mr. 
Hutchinson with another, making an ostensible four out of the three. 


No one has doubted the sincerity of Mr. Hutchinson but there was 
a mix-up somewhere. In fact, Mr. Button in the Journal for January, 


es expressed the opinion that this mystery probably would never be 
solved. 


Certain correspondence, however, has come to the attention of the 
Society that is of much interest in this regard. We feel that it should be 
published despite efforts on the part of Carrington, Prince and others to 
suppress this evidence. 


In July 1932, Carrington procured Hutchinson’s wax. It appears 
that a corner of the wax had been broken off and was retained by Hutch- 
inson. Being irregular in shape, it formed a perfect means by which 
Hutchinson could identify his own wax if he ever got it back. He says he 
had - 2peatedly tried it and the piece fitted perfectly. 


It is to be observed, however, that in spite of the numerous illustra 
tions in the two bulletins of the Boston Society, XVIII & XXII, there no- 
where appears a complete representation of the Hutchinson wax. A pot: 
tion is always omitted. The Hutchinson wax was received by Carring- 
ton from Hutchinson in July 1932. The photograph illustrating the wax 
was made by a photographer in Boston on September 23, 1932 in the pres- 
ence of Goadby, and another unnamed witness whose identity is concealed. 
In note 9 on page 16 of Bulletin XVIII Carrington says: 
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“The wax sent by Hutchinson to Carrington and now identifiable by the broken 
piece cutting into the contour and still in Hutchinson's possession was delivered by 
Carrington directly to Goadby, under whose eyes and those of another witness the 
photograph shown in Fig. 7 was taken. Written on the back of the photograph is 
the following statement: 


This photograph is an exact and true reproduction, although enlarged, of the wax 
imprint known as the Hutchinson tablet, brought to me by Mr. Arthur Goadby. 


(Signed) Benjamin Morse 
Commercial Photographer 
157 Federal St., Boston, 

Sept. 23, 1932.” 


No statement is anywhere made as to the history and adventures of this 
wax during the intervening two months before it was photographed. Did 
Carrington have it during the whole of that period? When was it given 
“directly” to Goadby? ‘The implication is that it was so delivered imme- 
diately upon its receipt from Hutchinson. If so, what did Goadby do’ 
with it for two months? Was the unnamed witness Dudley? Had he 
been in possession of the wax before it was photographed? A later letter 
of Carrington’s (infra) says it first went to Prince and then to Cummins 
but it is apparent that Cummins did not see it until long after the photo- 
graph by Morse was made. That it had many adventures during those 
two lost months is clear from the sequel; but responsibility is dodged by 
silence. The perfection of every link in the chain of evidence as to the 
Hutchinson wax proclaimed by Dr. Prince turns out to be merely rhetor- 
ical. As will appear hereafter, an effort was later made by Carrington to 
obtain possession of the broken piece retained by Hutchinson and thus de- 
prive Hutchinson of the sure means of identifying his wax. 


Early in 1934, Hutchinson called on Carrington to fulfill his original 
promise of returning to Hutchinson his own wax. He met only delay and 
evasion. Some time about March, 1934, Hutchinson decided that after 
all the publicity involved, Carrington ought to quit his evasions and send 
the wax back to him as agreed. Thereupon ensued the correspondence to 
which we refer. Goadby did not want to return the wax. He wrote 
Hutchinson under date of April 4, 1934, a letter containing fulsome state- 
ments as to his own integrity and continuing the scurrilous comments on 
the American Society and on the Crandons which had been begun by Car- 
rington (Note 1). We submit Goadby’s letter (which follows) to the 
judgment of all serious-minded researchers. 
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Mr. W. T. Hutchinson 
439 East Market St. 45 East 85 St., New York 
Louisville Ky. April 4 1934 


Dear Mr. Hutchinson 


As one seriously concerned for the integrity of the science of 
psychical research, threatened as it is by the racketeering of mediums amateur and 
professional and by the over-credulity of its fanatical devotees, I am taking the lib- 
erty of appealing to you to assist in trying to keep that honored and wonderful 
science, which has been so heretofore demonstrative of the reality of a transcen- 
dental life, so assuring as to the Truth of our best hopes and over-beliefs, as high 
and respected as when we took it over from those illustrious men who fifty years 
ago founded it. 

Therefor I earnestly request you to reconsider your decision to 
let the wax tablet—the only one of Walter’s left thumb print owned outside of 
Lime Street and therefor a most important piece of evidence as to the truth of the 
Margery case available to those who are endeavoring now to maintain research on 
that high plane—leave your hands until you have read the evidence about to be 
brought out in a Bulletin very shortly to be issued by the Boston S.P.R. 

I wonder if you realize how damaging your action to truth 
would be if for an instant it were to get into the hands of those who would not 
hesitate to destroy or alter it in order to save themselves from the exposure that 
they dread and would take any means to avert. The group who have brought our 
science into a disrepute that will require a generation to remove, are indeed on the 
very verge of being thoroughly unmasked. Do not therefor let them destroy this 
precious bit of evidence for Truth. If once it gets into their hands it becomes 
worthless as either for or against them. The intrinsic value is lost forever, its 
prestige ruined, its interest ended. No one will it* As a relic of a famous genuine 
case or of a famous hoax it will have lost all value for it never will never cease 
to be under suspicion. It will be regarded as possibly damaged goods and value- 
less. 

The forthcoming Bulletin will clear up much that is now per- 
plexing and misunderstood. Nothing whatever can be gained by submitting it to 
Boston. NO one will regard seriously what Thorogood will declare about it— 
certainly not after one has read the Bulletin now almost in the press. When you 
yourself have read that production you will possibly have information which now 
would restrain you if you had it available. Your print is now safe. It is in absolutely 
honorable hands and will not be allowed to go out of the safest custody. When the 
Bulletin appears then claim your print and it will be instantly returned to you. 
In our hands I assure you it will remain a witness for truth pro or contra as to the 
validity of thumb print alleged phenomena. If it once gets to Lime Street I wager 
you will never see it free from suspicion again 

No one for an instant—among reputable people—have ques- 
tioned your veracity or your judgment. On the contrary all I have heard has been 
praise for your fine attitude in having so generously allowed your print to be pho- 
tographed. You will be proud that in a moment of crisis you stood for honor- 
able methods in psychical research and you will not come under the ignominy that 
shortly is coming to certain officers of the A.S.P.R. With sincere regards 


Yours Truly 


*Printed as written. A word is obviously omitted here. 
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NOTE I. 


We do not publish the preliminary correspondence between Carring- 
ton and Hutchinson which began about July 1932, because it does not seem 
to be necessary to the understanding of the surprising developments men- 
tioned hereinafter. We would state however, that in this correspondence 
Carrington wheedled Hutchinson out of his wax without disclosing his 
purpose and to all intents concealed his real object. He also indulged in 
most scurrilous attacks on the American Society, its officers, and the Lime 
Street group. It probably did not occur to Carrington that this correspon- 
dence would come to light. He undoubtedly believed that it would con- 
stitute just another one of the whispering campaigns that have been so 
numerous in reference to all prominent physical mediums from the time 


of Crookes downwards. Among other things Carrington wrote to Hutchin- 
son as follows: 


“Seemingly they had left waxes in Boston both different from yours,—the one 
Dudley had making the third. Now yours turns up, making four produced that 
evening. Obviously they had faked up two different ones in the interval. It is a 
scandalous state of affairs when the President of the Society and the officials descend 


to cooperate in that sort of thing and I can assure you that other very shady ac- 
tivities are in progress.” 


He further excuses himself for having deceived Hutchinson by stat- 
ing that he did it ““To prevent you from being reached by the Ring.” 

Here is a direct charge that the President and officials of the American 
Society are cooperating to manufacture fraudulent fingerprints. Of course 
it is a scandalous lie but Carrington thought it might have its effect on 
Hutchinson. We wonder how many of the eminent gentlemen in Europe 
and elsewhere whom Carrington displays as members of his Scientific 
Council are in sympathy with his methods. 

Again on November 29, 1932, this apostle of truth writes “I am con- 
vinced that if the Crandon group had ever obtained possession of your 
wax before we did it would have been destroyed and would never have 
seen the light of day.” What right has any man,—let alone Carrington, 
so well known to the Lime Street group,—to make such an outrageous 
statement without a scintilla of evidence to support his libel? 

The object of this footnote is to show the extreme vindictiveness and 


mendacity of the propaganda that is and always has been secretly launched 
against this mediumship. 


Carrington fully endorsed Goadby’s sentiments, as will appear from 
his letter to Hutchinson under date of April 7, 1934 which is as follows. 
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AMERICAN PSYCHICAL INSTITUTE 
(and laboratory) 
20 West 58th St., New York 


April 7, 34 
Dear Mr. Hutchinson: 


Mr. Goadby has sent me a carbon copy of the letter he has sent 
you, of which I entirely approve. Mr. Goadby is one of the oldest psychical re- 
searchers in this country, having been a member of the A.S.P.R. since 1907, when 
Hyslop started it, and until the past year or so a Trustee of the Society and Vice- 
President of the N. Y. Section. From which you can see that his interest is sin- 
cere and prolonged, and he has only the interests of the subject at heart in making 
the suggestions he did. I hope you will agree to these, as I also consider them 
highly wise and important. If you still insist that the wax go to Thorogood for 
comparison, I suggest this: that it be sent to Dr. Prince, in Boston, and Thorogood 
can go to his office, with any other waxes he wishes to compare, and in the pres- 
ence of several witnesses, then be given the opportunity for comparing them. This 
would allow him to make the comparisons, without letting the wax out of our 
possession for the time being, What do you think of this? I shall be glad to hear 
from you, and believe me, 


Sincerely yours, 
Hereward Carrington 


Carrington not only hung on to the Hutchinson wax, but in the face 
of the insistent demand for its return went further and sought to obtain 
possession of the key piece. On May 16th Carrington wrote the follow- 
ing letter to Hutchinson from which it will be observed that his purpose 
was “to piece” the fragment on to the wax, thus destroying the identifica- 
tion value of the fragment. 

Carrington’s letter of May 16, 1934 is as follows: 
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HEREWARD CARRINGTON 
Director 


SCIENTIFIC COUNCIL 


Or. J. H. Brogmans 
Hollend 
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American Pspchical Institute 
(aud Laboratory ) 


20 WEST S8tH STREET. NEW YORK 


“ELDERADO &-0026 


May 16, 34. 


Dear Mr. Hutchinson: 


Thank you for your letter, just 
received, regarding your wax. You have been most 
considerate about this delay, and Y want you to know 
that this is appreciated by all of us. Your wax 
went first to Prince, then to Dr. Cummins, of Tulane 
University, for his detailed examination and report. 
This he has now undertaken, and taken a number of 
photographs of it from all angles. These we have in 
our files. The truth of the matter is, Mr. Hutchinson 
that we are one and all agreed that you would NOT be 
dealing with honorable people, in sending your wax, 
aS suggested, and we wish to take every possible pre- 
caution to see to it that it is thoroughly ‘checked , 
before this eventuates, For this reason we are also 
anxious that you receive and read the forthcoming . 
Bulletin before sending it, as this may change your 
mind about that action. Hence, we have been partly 
"stalling along” until that Bulletin was issued> as 
we expect it to be this week=~when a copy will be 
forwarded to you at once by Prince; I have in fact 
asked him to send you two copies, as you requested, 
After reading that you do as you like about the wax, 


Now, I appreciate very fully the, fact that 


you have been long delayed in receiving this wax, but 
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fron the above you will see the reason why. [ am 


going to ask you one more favor — considered highly 
| important by Cummins. This is to ask you to send 

me the broken corner of the wax which you have, reg- 
istered mail, so that we can examine it, and piece it 
onto the wax we have here, As soon as this is done, 
in the presence of witnesses, I give you my word of 
honor that your wax will be forwarded to you imme- 
diately, and without a day's further delay. But you 
can see the point: none of us has seen this broken 
corner, and we are anxious to do so, before returning 
the wax to you. If you would accede to thie final 
request, I promise you that both wax and corner will 
be sent you within two days of its receipt. I hope 
you will see your way clear to doing this for us, as 
{1t would be a highly valuable pieee of evidence, in 
our estimation, Then your wax will have done it 
work for good? 

May I again emphasize the fact that we all 
appreciate fully the important part you have playec 
in this controversy, as you yourself will see when 
you rea¢ the Bulletin. I hope I may hear fron you 


by return, and believe me, with sincere regarce, 


Faithfully yours, 
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In the above letter, after more unctuous praise of Hutchinson, Car- 
rington traces the journeys of the Hutchinson wax to Carrington, to Prince, 
to Cummins. Who else had it? He is solicitous that Hutchinson shall 
read the Bulletin. In fact, it is to be so good that he will have two copies 
sent to him. If Hutchinson will only send his key piece on so that it can 
be pieced on to the wax Carrington has, it “would undoubtedly be a high- 
ly valuable piece of evidence in our estimation. Then your wax would 
have done its work for good!” It certainly would have. However, Hutchin- 
son was not to be inveigled by this suggestion, but became more insistent 
that his wax should be returned to him. Then Carrington was obliged 
to send a wax to Hutchinson and did so in the latter part of May 1934. 
Hutchinson immediately said the wax received by him from Carrington 
was not the one he had sent to Carrington, and wrote the following letter 
to Thorogood under date of May 30, 1934. 


J. P. MacFarland. CRESCENT LAUNDRY Established 1894 
439-441 East Market Street 
118-124 South Jackson Street 
MacFarland & Johnson Laundry 


Louisville, Ky., May 30, 1934 


Mr. B. K. Thorogood 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Sir. 


I received from H. Carrington a wax which is not the one I 
sent him, but is the one that has been published in the Bulletin as being the one - 
received from me. 

The broken piece that I have is 1-2/16 in length, and the 
piece broken from the wax would require a piece 1-12/16 in length to match besides 
mine having a ragged edge and the wax having a smooth surface. 

I had intended forwarding to you for comparison with the 
ones recently obtained, but until I receive the original, it will be useless to do so. 

I have written Mr. Carrington asking for an explanation. What 
explanation can be given is a question. Should you desire the wax received and 
the piece, I will gladly forward to you after receiving Carrington’s answer. 


Yours truly 
W. T. Hutchinson. 


Thorogood wisely replied on June 5, 1934 as follows: 


Mr. William T. Hutchinson 41 Berkeley Street 
439 East Market Street Boston, Massachusetts 
Louisville, Kentucky June 5, 1934 


My dear Mr. Hutchinson: 


I wish to thank you for your letter of May 30th 
with regard to the wax which you lent Mr. Carrington. I should certainly very 
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much like to examine all three pieces of wax in question, i.e., the wax you actually 
sent Mr. Carrington; the broken corner of the same wax, which I hope you still 
hold; and the wax which Mr. Carrington has recently sent you in place of the 
original and which I understand agrees with that shown in Fig. 7. Bulletin XVIUI, 
but which you state is not the wax you originally sent him. 

However, please do not send me any of these at the present time since it might 
add to the confusion and lead to the charge that I had been instrumental in mak- 
ing the substitution. 


Trusting that you will understand my position, and again thanking you for 
writing me, I am, 


Very truly yours, 
Brackett K. Thorogood 


Mr. Hutchinson replied as follows: 


MacFarland & Johnson Laundry 
439-441 East Market Street 
118-124 South Jackson Street 


Louisville, Ky., June 10th, 1934 


Mr. B. K. Thorogood 
Boston, Mass. 


Dear Sir: 


Yours of 5th received, and I thank you for your offer to ex- 
amine the waxes specified, but until I receive the original (which now is doubtful) 
I cannot do so, and I fully agree with your desire not to add to the very disagree- 
able features that have arisen. It seems very likely that all the stigma is about to 
land on me, but having a clear conscience, I am not worried very greatly. 

Kindly extend my regards to Dr. & Mrs. Crandon. 


Yours truly 
W. T. Hutchinson 


We realize that in the correspondence between Hutchinson and Car- 
rington, copious portions of which Carrington published, Hutchinson said 
that he had compared the wax in question with the illustrations of it in 
the Journal of the A. S. P. R. and he could detect no difference. The difh- 
culties of comparison are such that Hutchinson may be excused in this re- 
gard particularly in view of the fact that he does not pretend to be an ex- 

ert. 
' Mr. Hutchinson is a practical man. Mr. Carrington and his associ- 
ates have repeatedly acknowledged his honesty and sincerity of purpose. 
. We will conclude this correspondence by publishing Mr. Hutchinson’s re 
4 cent letter of July 8, 1934 to Dr. Crandon. 
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Dr. L. R. G. Crandon Louisville, Ky., 
Boston, Mass. July 8, 1934 


Dear Dr. Crandon: 


Thanks for your note of recent date. 


Mr. Thorogood has no doubt informed you of the discrepancy 
between the corner retained by me and the wax recently returned by Mr. Carring- 
ton, resulting in a flow of continuous correspondence between Carrington, Prince 
and Goadby and myself; they maintaining that the wax returned was the one re- 
ceived from me—lI also maintaining that the corner not fitting in any way, the 
wax could not be the one sent. Dr. Prince in a letter to me endeavoured to ex- 
plain by saying that it was a well-known fact, that these waxes when broken were 
liable to splinter and that part of the corner has splintered off and had been lost. 
This on the face of it to me is preposterous as the edge on the wax is smoothly 
broken and the corner’s edge is rough and raggedy. Carrington and Goadby try 
to explain it in the same manner but to me it is impossible to imagine it, as on 
numerous occasions I have fitted the corner to my wax, and it always fitted exactly. 
Of course before sending to Carrington I did not fit it, as it had been misplaced in 
a box I kept some collar buttons in, and was not found until I looked for a button, 


and then I informed Carrington of it. He lays great stress on the fact that he 
asked me to retain it as a proof of his sincerity. 


In his last letter to me he has adopted a tone which displeases me 
very much, evidently caused by a statement of mine, that after going over again 
the Proceedings and the Margery-Kerwin pamphlet, I told him that I, as probably 


most laymen would, had reached the conclusion of the old Scotch verdict “not 
proven.” 


In a recent letter to him I told him that I had been advised to 
send the wax and correspondence to you, specifically saying that the suggestion did 
not come from those most interested but from an outsider (Dr. Twachtman). He 
expresses great surprise that I should even consider sending private letters to another 
person, but stipulating that should I decide to do so, I had his permission, providing 
I send to him all correspondence I receive from Thorogood. 


He also states that he had hoped that it would not be necessary 
for him to say any more in print on the finger print controversy, but that should I 
prefer to have Thorogood make capital out of the wax affair he would tell me 
frankly that it would not help the cause of Psychical Research, nor would it add to 


the laurels of either Thorogood or myself, as he has evidence to offset any embarrass- 
ment to those on his side of the controversy. 


He also quotes from a letter from Dr. Prince to him, which I 
will quote verbatim. 


“I did not answer Mr. Hutchinson’s letter, since, if he is so 
injudicious as to go before the public on this matter I am quite willing he should do 
so. I shall handle the matter of his present confusion, owing to the accident which 
obviously happened to the piece during the period it was lost, as tenderly as possi- 
ble, for I have no doubt he intends to tell the truth. But I have now in hand an 
assemblage of documentary statements and facts which will make the notion that 
there was any substitution of the wax he sent ridiculous. I am really sorry that I 
could not prevent these evidences from making him rather ridiculous also. It will 
not be my wish or intention that he shall so appear.” 


Carrington says that he has seen a copy of this material which 


bears out Prince’s contention. Of course he has seen it, as he has been the only 
one to whom I gave it. 
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I at once wrote Carrington, that I was perfectly willing that 
Prince should publish any matter that tends to make me ridiculous, but I would 
retain the right to answer in my own way, but not through such articles as Liberty 
has printed. It seems to me that they desire to let the matter rest where it is, and 
it is a question in my mind if this is not the best course for all concerned. Let me 
have your views. Little did I think that matters would come to this pass amongst 
intelligent men. Regards to Mrs. Crandon and yourself.. 


Yours truly, 


(signed) W. T. Hutchinson 


This article is in no wise intended by an answer. to the many misstate- 
ments contained in the Bulletins published by the Boston Society. That mat- 
ter will be attended to in due course. It is felt, however, that the follow- 


ing exhibits are so closely related to the situation herein disclosed that they 
will be of interest. 


DR. WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE 


Extract From Letter 
Prince to Carrington 
in July 1934 

“I did not answer Mr. Hutchinson's 
letter, since, if he is so injudicious to go 
before the public in this matter I am quite 
willing he should do so. I shall handle 
the matter of his present confusion, ow- 
ing to the accident which obviously hap- 
pened to the piece during the period it 
was lost, as tenderly as possible, for I 
have no doubt he intends to tell the truth. 
But I have now in hand an assemblage 
of documentary statements and facts 
which will make the notion that there 
was any substitution of the wax he sent 
ridiculous. I am really sorry that I could 
not prevent these evidences from making 
him rather ridiculous also. It will not 
be my wish or intention that he shall so 
appear.” 


THE BOSTON SOCIETY FOR 
PSYCHIC RESEARCH 
719 Boylston Street, 
Boston, Mass. 

June 11, 1934. 
Mr. Daniel Day Walton, 
40 West 40th St., 
New York City. 
Dear Mr. Walton: 
I have a suggestion to make and I make 
it to you since we have already had some 
genial correspondence. 
My suggestion is that you attempt to 
show that Figure 7, in Bulletin XVIII. of 
the B.S.P.R. does not truly represent the 
wax sent by Mr. Hutchinson to Mr. Car- 
rington, but is the photograph of a wax 
substituted by Mr. Dudley or some other 
villain. I think an argument could be 
presented which would be quite effective 
with many, at least for the time being. 
Do not distrustfully murmur, ‘“Timeo 
Danaos et dona ferentes”. Certainly I 
am in favor of the whole truth being dis- 
closed, and of hewing to the line no mat- 
ter where the chips may fall. Therefore 
I suggest that you proceed in an early 
issue of the Journal. Do not dampen 
the effect by waiting too long. 

Sincerely yours, 


WALTER FRANKLIN PRINCE 
WFP:GC 


Was this eminent researcher trying through Carrington to suppress 
the evidence or was he through Walton throwing out an anchor to wind- 


ward? 
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A. GOADBY TO 
W. T. HUTCHINSON 


45 East 85 St., New York 
April 4, 1934 


I wonder if you realize how damaging 
your action to truth would be if for an 
instant it were to get into the hands of 
those who would not hesitate to destroy 
or alter it in order to save themselves 
from the exposure that they dread and 
would take any means to avert. The 
group who have brought our science into 
a disrepute that will require a generation 
to remove, are indeed on the very verge 
of being thoroughly unmasked. Do not 
therefor let ‘them destroy this precious 
bit of evidence for Truth. If once it 
gets into their hands it becomes worth- 
less as either for or against them. The 
intrinsic value is lost forever, its prestige 
ruined, its interest ended. No one will 
it As a relic of a famous genuine case 
or of a famous hoax it will have lost all 
value for it never will never cease to be 
under suspicion. It will be regarded as 
possibly damaged goods and valueless. 


The forthcoming Bulletin will clear up 
much that is now perplexing and mis- 
understood. Nothing whatever can be 
gained by submitting it to Boston. No 
one will regard seriously what Thorogood 


will declare about it—certainly not — 


one has read the Bulletin now almost in 
the press. When you yourself have read 
that production you will possibly have in- 
formation which now would restrain you 
if you had it available. Your print is 
now safe. It is in absolutely honorable 
hands and will not be allowed to go out 
of the safest custody. When the Bulletin 
appears then claim your print and it will 
be instantly returned to -you. In our 
hands I assure you it will remain a wit- 
ness for truth pro or contra as to the 
validity of thumb print alleged phenom- 
ena. If it once gets to Lime Street I 
wager you will never see it free from 
suspicion again. 


No one for an instant—among reput- 
able people—have questioned your verac- 
ity or your judgment. On the contrary 
all I have heard has been praise for your 


A. GOADBY TO 
DR. CRANDON 
Lawrence, N. Y. 
March 31, 1932. 


Dear Dr. Crandon: 


Thank you for the remarkable photo- 
graph of the impression of the unborn 
child’s foot which I duly received and 
signed. A convalescence from grippe ex- 
plains the delay in acknowledgement. 
The March installment of the A. S. P. R. 
journal is certainly a prize number. Wal- 
ter and Margery are shining like two 
glorious stars in the firmament of won- 
der while the Beacon that once gleamed 
so red is now sinking like a sickly green 
ignis fatuus into the bog “paling its in-, 
effectual fire.” 


Mr. Button’s extraordinary experiment 
quite caps the climax of marvel. Walter’s 
wit, like the Greek philosophers hare, al- 
ways seems to keep one jump ahead of 
every body else’s. For instance, he re- 
minded you at once that even if he had 
seen Mr. Button placing the 4 articles in 
the box, even then that fact would not 
have explained the finger printing after 
the box was locked. And when Button 
disclosed that he knew of course the 
articles he had placed in the box Walter 
corrected him reminding him that he had 
not known the date of the calendar slip. 
Bright kid, Walter! Please tell Walter 
for me that I also own a sound-proof box. 
It’s on my shoulder, and when I shake 
my head no one else can hear ’em rattle. 
At least so they say. 


We are looking forward to your lecture 
with the happiest anticipation; and we 


hope to pay our compliments to Margery 
in person. 
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fine attitude in having so generously al- 
lowed your print to be photographed. You 
will be proud that in a moment of crisis 
you stood for honorable methods in psy- 
chical research and you will not come 
under the ignominy that shortly is com- 
ing to certain officers of the A.S.P.R. 
With sincere regards 
Yours truly 
(signed) Arthur Goadby 
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Please tell Walter that to be able to 
travel to England and back for nothing 
is a joy to look forward to these days. 

With my best regards to Margery and 
to your self and to all our friends in 
Lime Street, believe me, 

Faithfully yours, 
(signed) Arthur Goadby. 
Thank you again for the extraordinary 
photograph! 


On which, if either occasion, was Philip sober? 


MR. HEREWARD CARRINGTON 


Bulletin XXIII Boston S.P.R., p. 63 

“As it stands, with the seances all 
given in the medium’s house, with her 
(unsearched) husband present and gen- 
erally actually “controlling”, with “Wal- 
ter” dictating the procedure, and with 
only a “family party” of personal friends 
and complete believers being present, seri- 
ous credence can no longer be given to 
this case by serious investigators.” 


From “SCIENCE FINGERPRINTS A 
GHOST” 
by Hereward Carrington in 
“THE ILLUSTRATED DETECTIVE 
MAGAZINE” 
for September 1931. 

“Neither the Medium nor Anyone in 
the Room Could Have Made the Thumb- 
prints.” 

“Every Scientific Precaution Was 
Taken To Guarantee That the Medium 
Didn’t Escape Her Bindings, Yet a Voice 
Spoke and the Wax Took this Ghostly 
Impression.” 

“The Sitting May Take Place Any- 
where.” 

“The seance may take place in a strange 
house—only skeptical investigators being 
present, and often in the absence of Mar- 
gery’s husband. 

And yet the impression of a real, living 
thumb, that could not possibly have been 
made by any artificial means, have ap- 
peared.” 
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Inconsistency may be excusable but when it coincides with inclina- 
tion it becomes unfortunate. 


The popular presentation of scientific matters for the lay reader may 
differ widely in form and manner of statement from a scientific presenta- 
tion of the same matter for the student or expert; but when two accounts 
of the same subject by the same writer are contradictory and mutually ex- 


clusive as to the facts, the authority of the writer in both capacities is de- 
stroyed. 


Mr. Carrington might admit that he could better judge of phenomena 
he has witnessed than of those he has not witnessed. Therefore it may 
not be amiss to present Mr. Carrington’s judgment on the Margery phe- 
nomena he was privileged to witness in order that it may be contrasted with 
his locutions on the fingerprint phenomena which he was not privileged to 
see. At the end of some fifty sittings Mr. Carrington left the following 
memorandum in his own handwriting at Lime Street. 


Mr. Carrington now refers to the genuine Margery phenomena as a ~ 
“modicum.” 
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| Note. The concluding page reproduces the size of the original in fac- 
simile. A transcript of the whole is appended. (See page 220 following.) 


The whole material of these communications was in the printers’ hands 
before the death of Dr. Walter F. Prince, and is not affected thereby. 
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10 LIME STREET 
BOSTON 


List of Phenomena Observed under Test Conditions in the Presence of the Scientific 
Committee, through the Mediumship of “Margery”. 


Movements of Objects without contact (telekinesis) such as the seance table, 
cabinet, etc. 


Lights, ranging in quality from small, bright lights to large luminous clouds— 

sometimes moving and sometimes stationary. 

‘Direct’ whispers, nearly always in the immediate vicinity of the medium’s head. 

‘Direct’ whistling—ditto. 

Distant independent whistling and whispers—apparently as far as 6 to 8 feet 

from the medium—her mouth being held, and all mouths round the circle being 

virtually under control. 

Distant movements of objects—such as the candle-stick, knocked off the mantel- 
iece. 

eine of the cabinet when both hands and both feet of the medium were 

thoroughly controlled. 

Slowing-down and stopping of the victrola, after it had been pronounced in 

perfect condition, and had run several hours during the day without a hitch. 

Turning on and off of the electric (overhead) light, when the switch in the 

wall was covered by the hand of one of the Committee. 

Parafin hand made, with wrist apparently too small to permit egress of hand 

from it. 

Occasional touches of members of the circle—when medium was controlled. 

Pressing of keys, boards, etc., making electrical contact, and ringing a bell or 

lighting a light in consequence. 

Manipulation of the scales (balances) with the unequally weighted pans, some- 

times maintaining their equilibrium, and sometimes depressing the lighter pan, 

in red light, when examination of the scales showed no means of normal move- 

ment. 


Movement of the luminous pole, and waving it about in the air, under test 
conditions. 

Speaking (whispering) through the megaphone: under control. 

Movement of the ukelele, and placing it in the lap and on the shoulder of one 
of the sitters, under perfect control. 


Pulling of controller’s hair, when both hands and feet were held. 

Photographic marks in plates, placed naked on the seance table. 

Unexplained lights on plates, in cameras, taken in ultra-violet light. 

“Psychic cylinders” shown to be on scale-pan of balances, when photographed 


by flashlight. 

Raps on the table, in cabinet, etc., under control. 

Sliding, or tipping of the medium’s chair, when both feet were controlled. 
Pulling down of the cabinet curtains, after pulling out the thumb-tacks hold- 
ing it up. 

Unaccountable breezes (cold) issuing from the cabinet. 

Falling of the thermometer several degrees, as shown by self-registering ther- 
mometer. 

Placing of ring on snap-hook in sealed bottle, and taking it off same, when 
bottle was still sealed, and apparently undisturbed. 

Tilting of the cabinet which could not be duplicated by the sitters when seated 
inside the cabinet. 

Movement of electric-light bulb from mantel-piece (where it apparently was) 


and placing on the top of the cabinet, on curtains, where it was ultimately 
found and whence it fell to the floor and broke. 


Speeding up of the victrola again after it had nearly stopped. 
Black objects moved over a luminous ‘plaque’, and seen to move about over it. 
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